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“It is time for us all to stand up once again...”

Last month we decided it was
time to “stand up once again and be
counted...” We voted to rewrite the
church mortgage and decrease our
monthly payments. This should result in
a savings of around $2200 per month.

The next step in the process is
to be able to show the Florida United
Methodist Foundation our level of finan-
cial support for both the mortgage and
the operating-ministry budget of the
church. We will be sending out a pledge
card and will need your response. We
have not done one of these in a while so
| think it might be helpful to think through
the whole process.

Why is giving important?

| have had many people over the
years tell me they feel personally and
spiritually more connected to God and
the church when they give regularly. It
is like prayer or attending church or a
bible study. They get more involved and
feel a stronger kinship with God and
other believers

For the church, this really

is the only way we have of raising the
funds needed to open the doors, turn on
the lights and do the work of God’s
Kingdom.

What is a pledge really?

A pledge is really saying “l am a
part of this community of faith.” “l am a
member of this family of believers.” I
support God’s work through this group
of Christ’s disciples.” It means you have
made a commitment to be fully present
and participate here in this family of
faith.

What is a tithe and how is it calcu-
lated?

That is one of the easiest to an-
swer and one of the hardest for some
people to comprehend. A tithe literally
means 10% of what we have or our
earnings. ltis calculated on the total
before expenses (read: before taxes,
Social Security and Medicare are taken
out). This is sometimes called “the first
fruits.”

| have given this much thought
about tithing. | believe one of the big-
gest hindrances to tithing is most peo-
ple do not believe there will be enough
left over for themselves if they give 10%
to the church. All | can say is give tith-
ing a try and see. Or, you might think
about “Proportional Giving.”

What is “Proportional Giving?”

Proportional Giving is beginning
your financial commitment with a small
step, say, 2% of the total. For example,
a person earning $200 a week would
give $4 each and every week to the
church. Or, you might try 3%. The na-
tional average is of giving is around
2.6%. When you think about it, that is
fairly dismal.

The point is that you pledge and
give in proportion to what you have or
make. There’s no hidden standard,
some sort of “dues” structure, though
some people mistakenly imagine there
is. A senior citizen living on a fixed in-
come who gives 5% may be a more
faithful proportionate giver than one
who dashes off a check for
$10,000. Sound suspiciously familiar ...
like something Jesus might say?

What if | am already giving at a par-
ticular rate?

That is a good question. Lyn-
ette and | give at a percentage
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August 22nd Here are some of the
Hoagie Sale ladies you can Contact:

Donna Thouin, Kathy Lechner, Peggy
Sonshine Circle will be selling hoagie Stone, Joan Cooper, Linda Stubbs, June

sandwiches on August 22nd. Some of you Butacan, Kris Johnson
may remember the Hoagie Sandwiches
that were sold several years ago. The The subs are $4 each
Sonshine Circle will be selling these as a 8-inches subs
fund raiser for the church and will take pre
orders starting on July 26th. We had a test taste in July and everyone
really seemed to like them. You can also
So please if you are interested in pre- special order them if you don’t like a
ordering sandwiches please contact one specific ingredient.
of the ladies in the Sonshine circle before
the 22nd.

Wednesday: Full Day for ALL

August S5th, we start back some of Bible Study. Then they all go out to lunch to-
our Wednesday activies: At 10:30AM our  gether. If you’re a young at heart retiree and
Senior Group, The Primetimers meet. This ~ want to get out of the house on Wednesdays,
is a group of men and women, I like to call come join us!!
our Young at Heart retirees that still want to
have fun. They sing and socialize for a

11
while and then attend our 11:00 Morning Come check out our Wednesdays!!!

Pastords Message Continued.

rate. We are going to re-evaluate that rate and hope- work. You can then begin or perhaps continue sup-
fully see what we can do to increase our support for  porting the church each week or month as you have

the church. | hope you will do the same. prayed and planned to do.

Mark your calendars for August 28 at 7:00
Are there any other needs? pm in Herman Hall. We are going to have a big

Yes. There will also be an opportunity for any- Celebration Dinner to share together how much

one who would like to give a “start up” financial God has blessed us through this process.
gift. This would be applied either to cost of rewriting
the loan or decreasing the current mortgage bal- Bless you for all you do and continue to do
ance. This would help decrease the amount financed for. | am,
and save us interest paid over the course of the loan. Your friend and pastor,

What will be next?

The cards will be sent out this month. | hope Jerry Carris
you will return them as soon as possible so we can Ps: Please call me if you need me as | am
get a count and continue with the loan paper- here for you. 904-514-2944
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Prayer Request List

PRAYER REQUEST LIST
Verna and James Canlas
Jeanette Reed
Floyd Matthews
Irene Apps
Liz Fox
Velma Reed
Harry & Cheryl Fisher
Nora Quarterman
Iva Austin
Terri McManus
Myke Isenberg
Jane Patterson
Annette Kjeer
George and Cathy Addington
Lucy Sigler
KC Callaway
Charlie Bischoff
Earlene Heustess
Ellison (Ellie) Brooke Blakley
Harold Tunks
Family of Norma Johnson
Judy Howle
Randy Cohn
Family of Margaret Rumberger
Margaret Rambo
Alex Harper
Ski Luczycki
Jean Greenfield
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All those Unemployed

John and Jonnie McCalpin

Oak Crest Child Care

Don Steiner

Missionaries

Please keep us updated on your family

and friends on our prayer list.

Prayer chains work!!

Please keep all these in your prayers
and if you need prayer even if it is
unspoken let the church office know.
If you need to send a request via
email oakcrestumc@bellsouth.net or
by phone 771-1698 (Liz Fox) it will be
passed along our prayer chains. If
you would like to be on either email
or phone chains to receive them
please let the church office know. If it
is personal and you want prayer but
not to have it shared please still feel
free to call the church office 771-6444
and I will get you in touch with the

Our Father in Heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your
will be done on earth as it
is in Heaven. Give us
today our daily bread,
Forgive us our debts, as
we also have forgiven our
debtors. And lead us not

into temptation but deliver

All Military Personnel pastor.

Meetings for the month:

August 11thi The Child Care Board will be
meeting in the Challenger’s Room at 6:30PM.
The following board members need to attend:
Charlie Bischoff, Tiffany Kramer, Linda Cen-
son, Jeremy Doll, Joan Cooper, Annette Kjeer-
Jeffery, Lee Butacan, Barbara Dean, Donnie
Boree and Donna Hyde.

August 13thT The Finance Committee will be
meeting in the Challenger’s Room at 7:00PM.
The following board members need to attend:
Donnie and Terri Boree, Peggy Stone, Cindy
and Kenny Callaway, Joel Stowe, Bobbie
Kramer, Randy Stubbs and Donna Thouin.

Please mark your calendars for all you are
needed to attend. Have a blessed month!

us from the evil one.

***Can you please insert a blurb

requesting that each Sunday School class
donate $25 for the purchase of flat

handle lockable door handles for the
childcare center? This will get us in
compliance with the guidelines for

additional funding provided through the

Gold Seal program. This is the last item
needed in order to qualify and have an
inspector to come out and grade our

center.  Additionally, if anyone in the
congregation knows where we could get
these items discounted or donated, we

are always open to suggestions. We
currently have some prospects from a

local condo complex donating used

handles and discounted handles from a

local resource center, but figure it never
hurts to ask what contacts and

connections our fellow parishioners have
before we make any final purchases. hokkkok



Financial Report for Period Ending June 2009

Month
(June.2009)
GENERAL FUND
BEGINNING BALANCE (Jan.
2009) -3,425.72
INCOME 9,551.08
EXPENSES 9,833.32
ENDING BALANCE
BUILDING MORTGAGE FUND
BEGINNING BALANCE (Jan.
2009) -9,275.24
INCOME 3,917.00
EXPENSES 3,904.35
ENDING BALANCE

OAK CREST FAMILY GATHER-
ING — Pledge Celebration: Worship
Committee will be sponsoring a sit
down dinner on Friday evening, Au-
gust 28" in Herman Hall at 7:00.
Please join us for Turkey and all the
trimmings. This is a free dinner but
we do need to know how much food to
fix so will be asking for reservations.
We would like you to join us for an
evening of fellowship. Who knows
what surprises might be in store.....

RECYCLE THOSE USED CHRISTMAS
DECORATIONS: Worship Committee
will be sponsoring a Christmas Decoration
Yard Sale on Saturday, November 14",
Please start thinking about what decorations
you have that you could donate to this Fund
Raiser for Oak Crest. This will be Christ-
mas theme only.

Year-to-date

3,355.32
75,970.16
79,656.25
-330.77

-6,391.49

20,555.00

23,426.10
-9,262.59

BIRTHDAYS AND
ANNIVERSARIES

David Ward b.8/8

Elizabeth Fox b.8/11
Gavin Reels b.8/11
Jason Murray b.8/13
Brandon McCrary b.8/18
Christopher Burshuliak  b.8/19
Scott Dewey b.8/20
Charles Lechner b.8/20
Emily Amberger b.8/22
Emmaleigh Brown b.8/23
Mary Loy b.8/23
Kenneth Callaway Jr. b.8/24
Martha Stevenson b.8/24
Cathy Addington b.8/25
Grant Murray Jr. b.8/25
Dexter Chadwick b.8/26
Jane Patterson b.8/26
Lee Butacan b.8/27
Robert Van Dyke b.8/28
Ralph Doll b.8/29

June Butacan b.8/31
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Return Service Requested

DIVORCE HURTS: Divorce Recovery - we will be-
gin a new 12-15 week series on Monday evening, Sep-
tember 14™. If you (or someone you know) are going
thru the painful process of Divorce (or a break up in a
relationship) and would like to “grow thru 1t” not just
“g0 thru 1t” please consider joining us. We will meet
in the Challenger’s Room from 7:00 — 9:00 on Monday
evenings. Please pass the word around and call Joyce
Fraser at 759-3862 for more information and/or to reg-
ister.



